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Honoring Excellence. Celebrating Impact. Shaping the Future of the DRC.

Join us for the inaugural DRC Elite Awards, a prestigious evening dedicated to the visionaries, investors, 
and leaders driving the Democratic Republic of Congo’s economic transformation.

Date: 28 August 2026
Venue: Kinshasa | Venue TBC

Co-located with: The DRC Investment Forum

THE PINNACLE OF RECOGNITION IN THE HEART OF AFRICA

The DRC Elite Awards is a high-level recognition platform established to honor the extraordinary individuals and institutions 
that define excellence in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

As a cornerstone of the DRC Investment Forum, these awards go beyond accolades; they shine a spotlight on the architects of 
progress. We celebrate those who have demonstrated exceptional leadership, pioneered innovative investment strategies, 

and implemented reforms that are building a more prosperous and resilient Congo.

“We celebrate the architects of a more prosperous and resilient Congo.”

EVENT DATE

Entry Deadline 15 May 2026

Finalist Announcement 22 June 2026

Awards Ceremony & Gala Dinner 28 August 2026

KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

NOMINATE A DESERVING LEADER

Do you know an individual or institution shaping the DRC’s future? 
Visit www.drcinvestforum.com/awards to submit your nomination.

NOMINATE NOW

http://www.drcinvestforum.com/awards


AWARD CATEGORIES: RECOGNIZING EXCELLENCE ACROSS OUR NATION

We recognize excellence across the sectors that power our nation.

BUSINESS LEADER OF THE YEAR

For an executive or entrepreneur 
who has demonstrated exceptional 

strategic foresight, corporate growth, 
and ethical leadership, significantly 
contributing to the DRC’s national 

economic agenda.

WOMAN IN LEADERSHIP AND 
IMPACT AWARD

Celebrating a woman who is 
breaking barriers and driving 
social and economic change, 
demonstrating outstanding 

professional achievement while 
making a measurable impact on 

communities.

INVESTOR OF THE YEAR

Honors an individual or institutional 
investor whose capital and 
confidence have catalysed 

significant development, creating 
sustainable jobs and unlocking new 
value within the Congolese market.

NEXTGEN ENTREPRENEUR OF THE 
YEAR (UNDER 35)

Recognises a young entrepreneur 
who is leveraging technology, 

creativity, and resilience to 
disrupt traditional industries and 
provide modern solutions to local 

challenges.

PUBLIC SECTOR LEADERSHIP & 
REFORM AWARD

Presented to a public official or 
institution that has spearheaded 

transformative reforms, improved 
the “Ease of Doing Business,” and 

fostered a transparent environment 
for investment.

PROVINCIAL IMPACT AWARD

Recognises a province or 
provincial initiative that has 

demonstrated exceptional impact 
in driving investment and economic 

development at the regional level

THE SELECTION PROCESS: RIGOUR. TRANSPARENCY. EXCELLENCE.

To ensure the highest level of integrity, the DRC Elite Awards follows a multi-stage selection process:

PUBLIC NOMINATION: Stakeholders and industry peers submit nominations.

SHORTLISTING: A technical committee reviews submissions against category-specific criteria.

THE JURY: A panel of esteemed international and local judges selects the final winners

THE ANNOUNCEMENT: Winners are revealed live during the DRC Investment Forum Gala Dinner on 
28 August 2026.

WHY ATTEND?

Brand Visibility: 
Align your organization with 

excellence and the DRC’s growth 
story.

Strategic Insights: 
Gain a deeper understanding of 

the initiatives and business models 
successfully scaling in the DRC.

Exclusive Networking: 
Connect with the highest echelon 

of Congolese government officials, 
global investors, and CEOs.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Get your brand in front of the most influential business leaders in the DRC. Tailored sponsorship packages are available 
to fit your strategic goals and budget. The integrated media and PR campaign supporting the awards offers a powerful 

platform to highlight your commitment to the DRC’s transformation.

FOR SPONSORSHIP INQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT:

Michael Bandembwasa  |  Email: michael.bandembwasa@drcinvest.com


